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United 
States 




The Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks 

Has received an application for a patent for a 
new and useful invention. The title and descrip- 
tion of the invention are enclosed. The require- 
ments of law have been complied with, and it 
has been determined that a patent on the in- 
vention shall be granted under the law. 

Therefore, this 

United States Patent 

Grants to theperson(s) having title to this patent 
the right to exclude others from making, using, 
offering for sale, or selling the invention 
throughout the United States of America or im- 
porting the invention into the United States of 
America for the term set forth below, subject to 
the payment of maintenance fees as provided 
bylaw. 

If this application was filed prior to June 8, 
1995, the term of this patent is the longer of 
seventeen years from the date of grant of this 
patent or twenty years from the earliest effec- 
tive U.S. filing date of the application, subject 
to any statutory extension. 

If this application was filed on or after June 8, 
1995, the termofthis patent is twenty years from 
the U.S. filing date, subject to any statutory ex- 
tension. If the application contains a specific 
reference to an earlier filed application or ap- 
plications under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121 or 365(c), 
the term of the patent is twenty years from the 
date on which the earliest application was filed, 
subject to any statutory extension. 

Acting Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
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[54] BOUNCING PET TOY 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

A pet toy has an elongated hollow body extending along a 
longitudinal axis with first and second spaced bulbous 
sections, each having a side wall of substantially constant . 
cross-section throughout The first and second sections each 
include respective first and second openings defining respec- 
tive first and second diameters. A center section has an inner 
surface forming a center opening of a third diameter which 
is less than at least one of the first and second diameters. The 
center section interconnects the first and second bulbous 
sections. A plurality of longitudinally spaced annular ribs 
extend around the periphery of the bulbous sections forming 
grooves to facilitate an animal gripping the toy with its teeth. 
At least one of the bulbous ends has an opening with a 
diameter greater than the diameter of the center section so 
that a knot of a pull rope extending through the center of the 
pet toy wfll pass through die opening in the bulbous section 
but will not pass through the center section. Edible food 
treats can be placed in the pet toy through the opening(s) in 
the respective bulbous sections and center section which can 
be removed by the pet biting down on the pet toy and 
deforming the side wall. When the teeth of the animal 
deform an end of the pet toy, the ribs deflect inwardly to 
clean the teeth and/or massage the gums. In a second 
embodiment, the pet toy has a hollow core of substantially 
constant cross-section. 

10 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 




